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FOR EDWARD MEZVINSKY USDEL TO HRC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SHUM, UNHRC 

SUBJECT: 34TH U. N. HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION: UGANDA 

DEPARTMENT HAS RECEIVED COPY OF LETTER ON UGANDA TO 
EDWARD MEZVINSKY FROM THIRTEEN MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. WE 
UNDERSTAND THAT CONGRESSMAN BUCHANAN DELIVERED 
ORIGINAL TO MEZVINSKY. WE ARE TRANSMITTING COPY FOR THE 
RECORD. BEGIN TEXT: 

DEAR ED: AS YOU KNOW, MEMBERS OF CONGRESS RECENTLY 
RECEIVED AN INVITATION FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF UGANDA TO 
VIEW HUMAN RIGHTS CONDITIONS THERE FIRSTHAND. THE 
CHAIRMEN OF THE THREE SUBCOMMITTEES WHICH HAVE BEEN HOLDING 
JOINT HEARINGS ON U.S. RELATIONS WITH UGANDA AND INTER 
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NATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN CLEMENT ZABLOCKI, 
RESPONDED LAST WEEK. THEY SUGGESTED THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
OF UGANDA CONSIDER EXTENDING ITS INVITATION TO THE 
UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION INSTEAD AS A MORE 
APPROPRIATE ORGANIZATION FOR CONDUCTING SUCH AN INVESTIGA- 
TION. 
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THE EVIDENCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN UGANDA IS 
ALREADY QUITE EXTENSIVE, BUT AN EXPRESSED WILLINGNESS ON 
THE PART OF THE GOVERNMENT OF UGANDA TO ALLOW AN 

INTERNATIONAL INSPECTION OF CURRENT CONDITIONS IN THE 
COUNTRY WOULD BE A WELCOME DEVELOPMENT. WE UNDERSTAND 
THAT THE U.N. HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION HAS IUST DECIDED 
TO SEND A DELEGATION TO UGANDA UNDER THE 1503 PROCEDURE. 

THE COMMISSION SHOULD BE HIGHLY COMMENDED FOR THIS 
DECISION. 

THERE REMAIN CERTAIN CONCERNS, HOWEVER, WHICH PERHAPS 
ARE BEST COMMUNICATED BY THE U.S. DELEGATION PRIVATELY 
TO RELEVANT OFFICIALS INVOLVED IN CONSULTATIONS ON UGANDA. 
ANY INSPECTION SHOULD INCLUDE INDIVIDUALS FROM INTER- 
NATIONALLY RESPECTED NON-GOVERNMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS 
INSTITUTIONS. THIS IS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT IN VIEW OF 
RECENT CLAIMS REGARDING POSSIBLE IMPROVEMENTS IN IDI 
AMIN'S ACTIONS. ANY INTERNATIONAL DELEGATION SENT TO 
UGANDA SHOULD ALSO HAVE AUTHORITY TO CARRY OUT ITS WORK 
IN THE COUNTRY COMPLETELY UNHINDERED WITH RESPECT TO 
INDIVIDUALS CONSULTED OR LOCATIONS VISITED. FINALLY, THE 
FINDINGS AND BACKGROUND DATA GENERATED BY AN INTERNATIONAL 
INVESTIGATION SHOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC AS 
SOON AS A REPORT IS SUBMITTED. 
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WE APPRECIATE YOUR EFFORTS TO COMMUNICATE AND WORK ON 
BEHALF OF THESE CONCERNS DURING THE COMMISSION S 
PROCEEDINGS. SINCERELY, (SIGNED) DON BONKER, DON PEASE, 

WYCHE FOWLER, IR„ MICHAEL HARRINGTON, BENIAMIN S. 

ROSENTHAL, JOHN H. BUCHANAN, JR„ CHARLES W. WHALEN, JR., 

JOHN J. CAVANAUGH, JR„ ANDY IRELAND, EDWARD J. DERWINSKI, 
CLEMENT J. ZABLOCKI, LEE H. HAMILTON, STEPHEN J. SOLARZ. 

END OF TEXT. 
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